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rule. A tour was made in Canada in I860,
when he was barely twenty, but its extension
to India was not then possible. It was not
till 1874 that the project was again revived,
and then there seemed one great objection.
The Prince of Wales was by this time of the
greatest use to the Queen in taking upon
himself many of the duties of sovereignty.
He was in constant demand for opening build-
ings, laying foundation - stones, presiding at
important functions, in a word, taking part in
all those good works to which the presence of
a prince of the blood royal seems to lend a
final solemnity. It was difficult therefore to
spare him for a year and a half, which would
be about the duration of the tour. The
Prince himself was bent on it; he seemed to
feel it was his "mission" to make himself
known to his Indian subjects, and so do what
he could to cement the union by the bond of
a personal allegiance. The difficulties in the
way were therefore overcome, and an official
announcement of the visit was made by the
Marquis of Salisbury, Secretary of State for
India,
The Prince chose as his chief adviser Sir
Bartle Frere, formerly Governor of Bombay.
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